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THE REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF BENSON, ARIZONA 

HELD JUNE 28, 2021 AT 7:00 P.M. 
AT THE BENSON CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

599 SOUTH DRAGOON STREET, BENSON, ARIZONA            
      

CALL TO ORDER:    
    

Mayor Konrad called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.       
    

ROLL CALL:   
 

Present were:  Mayor Joe A. Konrad, Councilmembers: Pat Boyle, Lupe Diaz, Toney D. King Sr., Nick 
Maldonado, and Barbara Nunn. Absent was: Vice Mayor Larry Dempster who was excused by the Mayor.  
Deputy City Clerk Denise Tapia stated a quorum was established. 
  

EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION:   
 
  Mayor Konrad recognized Rolando Carrillo for twenty-five years of service with the City Benson.   
                                                                                                         
PROCLAMATION:  None 
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC – AGENDA-RELATED COMMENTS ONLY:  Communications and comments from the 
citizens regarding the City of Benson or other matters properly addressed to the City Council shall be heard by the 
Council.  Such remarks shall be addressed to the Council as a whole and shall be limited to five (5) minutes unless this 
time is adjusted in the discretion of the Mayor or Council. 
 

Mayor Konrad announced no one had signed up to speak on agenda-related topics. 
 
CITY MANAGER’S SUMMARY OF CURRENT EVENTS REPORT:   
 

City Manager Vicki Vivian addressed Council, giving the dates of upcoming meetings and events. 
 

Tuesday, June 29, 2021 – Historic Preservation Commission, 11:00 a.m., Zearing’s Mercantile 
 
Monday, July 12, 2021 – City Council Regular Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Council Chambers 

 
Saturday, July 3, 2021         – Benson’s Annual 4th of July Celebration –  Lions Park  
  Festivities begin at 9:00 a.m. with the parade and will run all day long. The 

City’s fireworks show will begin at 8:30 p.m. – Fireworks will start after the 
National Anthem by Lisi Harris followed by a dance until 10:00 p.m. 
concluding the celebration. For a full schedule of the events go to 
www.cityofbenson.com under “City Events” 

 
Monday, July 5, 2021 – City offices will be closed – Observance of the July 4th Holiday 

 
Friday, July 2 & 9, 2021 – Reading in the Park – Large Ramada at Lion Park at 10:00 a.m. Free – Children 
  must be accompanied by an adult  
 
Saturday, July 10, 2021 – Family Night at the Pool – 6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
  It’s a neon theme with glow sticks, glow necklaces, and glow bracelets includes 

music and prizes  

http://www.cityofbenson.com/
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July – Summer Recreation Programs – The Recreation Department offers many 
activities such as:           
• Wrestling Camp      
• Babysitting CPR/First Aide     
• Basketball Camp      
• Christmas in July 

 
For more information on the pool and our other summer activities, go to www.cityofbenson.com 
 
Mayor Konrad stated fireworks are still scheduled for July 3rd as there is projected precipitation in the forecast 
and as for the day, July 3rd, the fireworks company will have the discretion as to whether it is safe or not to light 
the fireworks.  
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 
1. Discussion and possible action on the Consent Agenda 

 
1a. Minutes of the April 22, 2019 Regular Meeting  
1b. Minutes of the June 14, 2021 Regular Meeting 
1c. License Agreement between the Friends of the Benson Library and the City of Benson, Arizona, for the use 

of  Property located at 197 E. 7th Street, Benson, Arizona   
1d. Reappointment of Kathleen Bushman to the  Benson Library Advisory Board   
1e. Reappointment of Peggy Goode to the Benson Library Advisory Board   
1f. Reappointment of Tom Goode to the Benson Library Advisory Board   
1g. Reappointment of Alwine Frega to the Historic Preservation Commission   
1h. Reappointment of George Lounsbury to the Board of Appeals   
1i. Contract extension for Prosecutorial Services between Ann P. Roberts and the City of Benson   
1j.  Invoices processed for the period from June 7, 2021 through June 21, 2021   

Councilmember Maldonado moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Seconded by Councilmember King.  
Motion passed 6-0. 

 
2. Discussion and possible action regarding authorization of Sunrise Engineering to proceed with the 

Engineering Design services for the City of Benson Wastewater treatment plant UV replacement for 
$71,500   

 
Public Works Director Brad Hamilton stated the current UV system is over 20 years old, outdated, and is failing. 
He noted though it was state-of-the-art in the 1990s, it is extremely difficult to get technical support and parts.  
Mr. Hamilton then stated engineering is required because the UV system would have to fit modern code.  
 
Councilmember King asked if this project was being funded with last fiscal year’s budget or the new fiscal  
year’s budget.  Mr. Hamilton stated the CIP “Capital Improvement Project” is in both budgets, but would be 
expended in the new fiscal year.   

 
Councilmember Maldonado moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Seconded by Councilmember Diaz.  
Motion passed 6-0. 
 

CALL TO THE PUBLIC – NON-AGENDA-RELATED COMMENTS:  Communications and comments from the 
citizens regarding the City of Benson or other matters properly addressed to the City Council shall be heard by the 
Council.  Such remarks shall be addressed to the Council as a whole and shall be limited to five (5) minutes unless this 
time is adjusted in the discretion of the Mayor or Council.  
 

http://www.cityofbenson.com/
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Linda Whiteley, a Cochise County resident, stated she was shocked at the last meeting because she could not 
get on the agenda with a safety issue, but there were seven people speaking about the Kiwanis Club.  She stated 
she personally does not have a problem with them, but personal attachments should not be what gets someone 
on the agenda.  Ms. Whiteley stated she was a concerned citizen, not a litigant, and she wanted to speak about 
the problem in front of Walmart and she was shocked at the combativeness not from the Council, but from the 
City Manager.  Ms. Whiteley stated she requested three times, three different ways to be on the agenda and was 
told that it was a county problem, then she was told it was ADOT (Arizona Department of Transportation) issue 
and to contact ADOT.  Ms. Whiteley stated Mayor Konrad was very gracious and contacted her after the meeting 
and told her he would look into the matter.  Ms. Whiteley stated she was very concerned and that she was “we 
the people” and that it was fascinating to her that the City Manager sent her a lengthy email quoting state statue 
open meeting laws, adding there were about fifteen emails back and forth between her and the City Manager.  
Ms. Whiteley stated she wanted to address her Councilors in the little town she has adopted, again stating she 
was “we the people.”  She then stated she would like to refer Council to the Attorney General’s 51-page 
handbook about the open meeting law, adding the whole intent of the law that was implemented in 1962 was 
total clarity of government.  Ms. Whiteley stated she did not want to offend or hurt anyone’s feelings, but the 
Council meeting was not a club, adding the public can address the Council and tell them what the people need.  
Ms. Whiteley then stated in her case, she is appalled because her life has dramatically changed with her accident 
that happened right before the holiday in 2020.  Ms. Whiteley does not want anyone to have another accident, 
adding she sees tire marks over hers and she thinks there are people getting hurt.  Ms. Whiteley stated she has 
spoken with the Mayor, who was very gracious, and told him for year she has seen accidents there and has never 
come before Council, adding she was not being negligent or a bad citizen, but she did think someone should do 
something about the issue and she might have been able to avoid her own accident if someone had come to 
Council before.  Ms. Whiteley stated she was disturbed that she did not get on the agenda, noting she considers 
Benson her hometown and Benson is stuck with her.  Ms. Whiteley then stated she does not understand some of 
the things that go on, citing Council’s recent approval of $37,000 for an architectural firm that she did not hear 
anything about, but noted she is a newcomer and it possibly was addressed at another Council meeting.  Ms. 
Whiteley stated Chapter 7 of the Attorney General’s handbook clearly states that the government should be open 
and tell the people what is going on and what the money is being used for, adding hearing that it is for an 
architectural firm means nothing to her.  Ms. Whiteley then stated she does not think the Council has bad 
intentions, but “we the people” need to keep things straight because she won’t let the City become another 
Portland or Minneapolis, and it is up to everyone to be team players and keep things straight.  Mayor Konrad 
noted Ms. Whiteley passed the allotted 5 minutes to speak with, Ms. Whiteley asking for more time.  Mayor 
Konrad stated she could have an additional 2 minutes.  Ms. Whiteley stated the City does not know how fortunate 
they are to have the gentleman from the local radio station, adding he is a real person on the air.  Ms. Whiteley 
then stated she did not have any problem with the Council approving $3,000 for the car club, but if they get that 
for a 2- or 3-day event, the radio station, that is the first line of defense if there is an emergency, should be 
allocated 4 times that amount.  Ms. Whiteley stated the City has a Mayor that is very personable person, adding 
he is well-informed and has a great speaking voice and suggested the town sponsor a program so “we the people” 
can be informed.  Ms. Whiteley again stated she does not have a problem with the Kiwanis Club, but seven 
people got up and spoke for at least twenty minutes, adding the gentleman who spoke first stated he got to speak 
because he was friends with someone’s spouse.  Ms. Whiteley then stated every person who is volunteering with 
children needs to have a very stringent background check; then thanked the Mayor for the extra time.  
 
City Manager Vicki Vivian asked if she could speak; then stated she would like to address Ms. Whiteley’s 
comment regarding the gentleman from the Kiwanis Club who addressed Council at the last meeting was a friend 
of her spouse, stating that was simply not true.  Ms. Vivian stated her husband does not know him it, adding the 
subject of aviation came up in their conversation and she told him her husband works in aviation electronics.  
Ms. Vivian then stated with the Call to the Public, people can address the Council about items in their 
jurisdiction, adding her conversation with Ms. Whiteley was not combative and noted the Council received every 
email that was sent back and forth between Ms. Whiteley and herself.  Ms. Vivian then stated it is up to the 
Mayor and Council what items go on the agenda. Ms. Vivian then stated Council packets are online, which is 
above and beyond what the City is required to do, noting the City is on required to post agendas at least 24 hours 
before a Council meeting.  Ms. Vivian then stated the agendas are posted at the post office, the library, City Hall 
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and the City’s website, noting they are always posted by Friday evening, which is a day ahead, adding Staff 
attempts to have them up Thursday evening, but again, they are never posted later that Friday evening.  Ms. 
Vivian then stated with the entire packet online, people can view everything the Council gets such as contracts, 
Council Communication, and things like that.  Ms. Vivian then stated she always encourages the public to go to 
the website and view the information as she is always encouraging transparency.  

 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS:  No comments from Council. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

Councilmember King moved to adjourn at 7:17 p.m.  Seconded by Councilmember Nunn. Motion passed 6-0. 
             
 

 
____________________________ 

                Joe A. Konrad, Mayor 
 ATTEST: 
   

____________________________   
 Vicki L. Vivian, CMC, City Clerk 
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